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SUBJECT: PEKING CONTINUES TO REBUILD AS NEW EARTHQUAKES HITS 
SZECHWAN 

REF: HONG KONG 9889 

1 . A 6.5 RICHTER SCALE QUAKE HIT THE SZCHWAN BORDER AREAS 
ON AUGUST 22, THE SECOND QUAKE IN SIX DAYS. WHILE 
THE FIRST QUAKE DID "SOME DAMAGE (REFTEL), THE RECENT ONE- 
PERHAPS AN AFTERSCKOCK— ACCORDING TO SOME OBSERVORS LIKELY DID 
LITTLE ADDITIONAL DAMAGE. (THERE HAS BEEN NO OFFICIAL CHINESE 
COMMENT AT THIS TIME). SZECHWAN BROADCAST (AUGUST 21) HAVE 
STRESSED THE PARTY COMMITTEE-LED RECOVERY EFFORTS IN PROGRESS, 
WITH THE PLA LAUDED FOR THEIR NOW WELL-FAMILAR LEADING ROLE. 
HOWEVER, THE BROADCASTS INDICATED THAT THE "CAPITALIST ROADERS" 
AND "CLASS ENEMIES" WERE SPREADING RUMORS WHICH COULD INDICATE 
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FUTHER SPREAD OF THE THEORY OF THE DYING OUT OF THE DYNAST 
(HK 9783). 

2. HUPEH BOSS LIU CHIH-HOU AT A PROVINCIAL PARTY MEETING ON 
UAGUST 17 GAVE A PROGRESS REPORT ON THE TANGSHAN-GENGAN EARTH- 
QUAKE REVOCERY EFFORT WHCIH INDICATES THAT MUCH OF THE IMMEDIATE 
RET IFF WORK HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED (AUGUST 19 BORAD- 
CAST). ACCORDING TO LIU. "PROBLEMS CONCERNING FOOD, CLOTHING, 

AND WATER SUPPLY FOR THE PEOPLE" HAVE BEEN "BASICALLY SOLVED" 

AND THE "ISSUE OF LIVING ACCOMODATIONS IS "BEING SOLVED". 

IN ADDITION, REPARIS HAVE NEABLED THE "TUNGSHIEN COUNTY-TOTZU- 
TOU RAILWAY" TO REOPEN AND "HIGHWAYS" HAVE BEEN "BASICALLY 
OPENED" WHILE "COMMUNICATIONS"HAVE BEEN "RESTORED PRELIMINARILY". 
THESE REPORTS OF SUCCESSFUL ACCOMPLISHEMENT ARE ALL COUCHED 
IN RATHER INDEFINATE TERMS AND WE SUSPECT THAT RECOVERY IN 
THE AREA IS STILL GOING TO BE A LONG, HARD PROCESS. 
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